RUDY MAXA

HOST OF SMART TRAVELS, THE PUBLIC TELEVISION SERIES

Rudy Maxa is one of America’s best known travel writers—on radio, television, in cyber-space and in print. He’s been a journalist for more than twenty years. His radio travel series The Savvy Traveler quickly became the fastest-selling new show in the history of public radio and now airs on 180 stations across the country. The weekly hour radio program grew out of Rudy's years as travel commentator on public radio’s nightly Marketplace.
Rudy Maxa writes on how to travel smart for Worth, the personal finance monthly and contributes humorous travel essays to Forbes magazine.  His Maxa Miles on business travel is a weekly column for MSNBC.com , and he appears as a travel expert on CNN, CNNfn, and Fox News Channel.  Rudy Maxa's Traveler, a subscription-only newsletter, gives insider information on “traveling in style for less.”  He was a travel columnist with American Express’ Online, and wrote a monthly business travel column for the Dow Jones tabloid, BIZ.

As a Washington Post investigative reporter and personalities columnist, Maxa’s reporting on political scandals was nominated by the paper for The Pulitzer Prize.  During his tenure at The Post he won the John Hancock Award for Excellence in Business and Financial Journalism. 

Rudy Maxa has written for an ABC-TV dramatic series, and is an occasional guest travel authority on The Today Show and Good Morning America.  His travel articles appear in GQ, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, USAirways Magazine, Playboy, Ladies Home Journal, the London Evening Standard, Modern Maturity, P.O.V. and other magazines.  

In addition to his lectures on travel, Rudy speaks frequently on politics and journalism.  He spends half his time traveling.  He calls Washington DC. home, and has two children.
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SMART TRAVELS PRODUCTION TEAM BIO

For eighteen years, Small World Productions has produced substantial, content-driven travel series for public television.  The Seattle-based company has produced 91 half-hour episodes and two pledge specials that are popular with public television programmers and viewers.  This body of work translates into more than a hundred home video titles.  SWP production credits include  Smart Travels--Europe with Rudy Maxa, Travels in Europe with Rick Steves: Series I, II, III and IV, Travels in Mexico and the Caribbean with Shari Belafonte, America's Historic Trails with Tom Bodett, Best Travels in Europe and Best of the Mediterranean.  SWP programs have helped to raise tens of millions of dollars in viewer contributions to public television stations. Small World’s awards include CINE Golden Eagles, national Telly Awards, and a Columbus International Film Festival Award.  

SWP partners Patricia Larson, Sandra Nisbet, and John Givens created the series Smart Travels--Europe with Rudy Maxa.  In addition to their body of work with SWP, Larson and Nisbet have a background in theater, history, play writing, international travel, and college teaching. CEO Givens has been producing, directing and editing public television programs for more than thirty-five years.  Programs produced and/or directed by Givens have won several Emmys.  He's a former member of the Board of Governors, of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, Seattle Chapter. 

Larson and Nisbet teamed with Givens in 1980 to make public television programs supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Washington Commission for the Humanities, and the Washington State Arts Commission.  Their credits include a dramatic series Take it To The People hosted by Stanley Kramer and an award-winning documentary Everything Change, Everything Change.

Small World was joined by their team of award-winning photographers, editors and producer/writers.  Producer Patty Conroy has won several Telly Awards and two CINE Golden Eagles for her work with Small World, the Boeing Company and the University of Washington.  Producer Susan McNally is currently writing and directing a feature-length comedy funded by the National Endowment for the Arts. Award-winning photographer, Tom Speer, chief photographer at KCTS, Seattle, has shot more than 60 travel episodes for Small World. His other national credits include Miracle Planet, Fire on the Rim, Death: The Trip of a Lifetime, Bill Nye the Science Guy, The Frugal Gourmet, and The News Hour. Editor David Ris brings unique skills and knowledge of high definition television production to the project.  He has edited more than 24 travel episodes for SWP and does freelance work with the University of Washington and other clients.  
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