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Smart Travels-Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV
#401 Bath and South Wales


We conjure a bit of magic when we visit the Georgian city of Bath and follow tales of Camelot into South Wales.  In Bath, we marvel at ancient Roman spas and peek into the high society of Jane Austen’s day.  We stop by Wells to admire that city’s spectacular cathedral, and we quest for the Holy Grail in the mystical town of Glastonbury.  The poignant landscape of Wales’ Wye River Valley offers a wealth of scenic riches.  We investigate Caerleon’s claim to King Arthur and explore a ruined abbey that inspired poet William Wordsworth. Tips on bookstores and country fairs.

#402 Edinburgh and Scotland

Friendly and feisty, Scotland makes us feel right at home. In Edinburgh, we climb the ramparts of this city’s famous castle, shop for kilts, visit mysterious Rosslyn chapel and thrill to a spooky ghost tour.  Then we head to historic St. Andrew’s to practice our swing on the world’s most famous golf course.  In the Scottish highlands, we try our hand at skeet shooting and falconry, and tour the Dewar’s whisky distillery.  Then it’s off to historic Stirling to stroll the battlefields of Braveheart before setting sail on legendary Loch Lomand.  Tips on golf and Scotch whisky.

#403 Barcelona and Costa Brava
 

A Mediterranean marvel, Barcelona simmers with beautiful beaches, medieval mazes, eye popping art and hypnotic architecture.  From tapas bars, to surrealist art, to Modernist structures, we’ll feast on Barcelona’s delights.  Rambles along La Rambla, Gaudi’s treasures, a neighborhood festival, designer shopping and waterfront fun are some of the highlights.  For the best in beaches we head north to the coves of the Costa Brava.  Tips on tapas and nightlife.

#404 Madrid

The Spanish capital Madrid welcomes us with grand plazas and sparkling fountains.  Madrid’s pride is the Prado, one of Europe’s great museums and home to Goya, El Greco and Velázquez.  We tour El Palacio Real, the seat the Spanish empire, and the Monasterio de las Descalzas Reales, a fascinating hoard of art treasures hidden away in the center of the city. After dark we sway to the rhythms of flamenco dancers and lose ourselves in Madrid’s pulsating nightlife.  Then we day-trip to the imperial city of Toledo to roam the twisting streets and narrow alleyways of this historic center.  Tips on traditional food and jewelry.

#405 Carcassonne and the Pyrenees:


From a fairy tale fortress to the gentle Pyrenees, Rudy takes in the castles and peaks of this magical region.  We tour the largest fortress in Europe, Carcassonne.  A gallop through the countryside takes in several romantic castle ruins and the artwork of Toulouse Lautrec.  Then we head for high country and one of the world’s natural wonders – a mountain amphitheatre with cascading waterfalls.  Tips on driving in France, and mountain trails.

#406 Bordeaux and the Dordogne


The world’s finest wines, sweeping vineyards and fine food couple with a river valley dotted with castles.  We sample the best Bordeaux then cruise the lovely Dordogne and Lot rivers with stops at chateaux, ancient watermills, and perched villages.  Cooking classes and an underground adventure to see pre-historic cave paintings round out the trip.  Tips on wine tasting and walking paths.

#407 Switzerland and the Alps


The Swiss Alps reverberate with cowbells, accordions, and laughter.  We make our home base in the year-round playground of Interlaken, the “town between two lakes”.  We sail across glacial Lake Brienz, famous for its beautiful wood carving. We head to the spectacular Lauterbrunnen Valley for a heart-stopping gondola ride to alpine heights, and hike past flower-filled meadows and mountain chalets. Then it’s off to vibrant Zurich for shopping, chocolate and tasty Swiss cuisine.  Tips on transit passes and buying cheese
#408 Christmas in Switzerland 


Hot spiced cider and strains of “O Tannenbaum” warm our hearts as we head to Europe for Christmas.  Switzerland has a special glow this time of year and we find plenty of good cheer in the bright Christmas markets and toasty ski lodges.  We begin in German-speaking Zurich with its glittering trees and festive music.  We veer off the beaten path to the medieval towns Bremgarten and Einsiedeln.  Then we discover French-speaking Switzerland on the shores of Lake Geneva.  Dog sledding on a glacier and a visit with Father Christmas round out the trip.  Tips on Christmas craft markets and winter sports.

#409 Out of Rome


We leave the eternal city behind by way of the famous Apian Way to explore the environs of Rome.  First it’s the majesty of Emperor Hadrian’s villa and lakes of the Alban Hills.  Next, it’s south to the ancient seaport of Ostia, Rome’s Pompeii.  Along the way we sample olive oil, stop at the ancient’s favorite beach and visit a medieval hilltop town.  Our own five star villa is a retreat fit for an emperor.  Tips on tasting olive oil and navigating Rome’s ring road.

#410 Croatia’s Dalmatian Coast


Europe’s best kept secret, the Croatian coast of Dalmatia dazzles with stunning white stone cities and azure waters.  From the marble streets of beautiful Dubrovnik to sleepy fishing villages, we explore this dramatic coastline, sampling the wine and seafood, discovering glorious Roman art and hopping to islands and their stunning walled towns. Tips on boating, food and island accommodations.

#411 Four Great Cities II



We can jet to Europe in a day and visit four cities in less than a week.  It’s great to take your time but sometimes you only have a day to visit.  How can you be part of the international jet set and still get a taste of “old” Europe?  This time Smart Travels takes viewers on a whirlwind tour of four cities that represent a bit of the old and bit of the new in Europe.  Rudy shows viewer how to get the most out of one-day visits to Copenhagen, Berlin, Munich, and Rome.  Tips on maximizing travel memories from a 24-hour stay in a European big city. 

#412 Europe Just For Fun



As today’s travelers replace the old “once-in-a-lifetime” European tour with multiple trips, many look for another dimension in travel.  Some are ready for a break from museums and historical sights in favor or a trip—or a day—just for fun.  So, here’s where Rudy shares his personal picks of fun and games.  Whether it’s hot-air-ballooning, mountain luge rides, golf, puppetry, amusement parks, country mazes, hiking, or just lazing on a sunny beach, there’s plenty of adventure to be found in Europe.  And of course, this R&R comes well spiced with memorable meals and local libations.  Here’s Rudy’s take on Europe Just For Fun. 

#413 A Music Lover’s Europe


For a totally different view of Europe, Rudy shows smart travelers how to organize a trip around a theme.  Rudy discovers surprising and fresh takes on Europe as he sets out on a music lover’s tour.  Winning, live performances by the Sicilian folk band Diascouri, and by Groupo Emiliano, a zany, classically-trained quartet from Emilia Romagna, are the backbone of this offbeat trip.  But performance is just the start.  Rudy visits folkdance groups in Greece, Sweden and Norway and delights in the classics in Italy and Austria.  And everywhere, the music provides a backdrop for enthralling local scenery and engaging local stories.  Tips on organizing a trip around a theme.  

Major corporate support for Smart Travels—Europe with Rudy Maxa Series IV is provided by Expedia.com.  Additional support including  trans-Atlantic and European air travel is provided in part by bmi.com.  Accommodations and location photography at hotels in Europe are coordinated in part by Classic Custom Vacations.  Smart Travels is distributed to public TV stations nationwide by American Public Television.  The series is produced by Small World Productions.  Savtrav Productions and KCTS/Seattle are co-producers.   
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